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PREFACE 


THE plan of publication as announced in the Preface to 
Part I, which appeared in 1892, was to collect and arrange 
the Letters according to the names of the scribes. At 
that time only two volumes of The Catalogue of the 
Cuneiform Tablets in the Kouyunjik Collection of the British 
Museum were accessible, containing descriptions of K. 
nos. 1-8162. Volume III of the Catalogue appeared in 
1893 after the publication of Part II. 

Parts I and II were necessarily confined to the Letters 
among the first 8,000 tablets of the K. Collection, the 
proportion of the Collection covered by the first two 
volumes of the Catalogue. Among the 6,000 tablets de- 
scribed in Volume III, there were some Letters written by 
scribes whose correspondence, found among the first 8,000 
tablets, had already been published in Parts I and II. It 
would have been possible to have added these, as a sup- 
plement, to Part III. It seemed, however, more expedient 
to relegate such a supplement to a later place in the 
Series and to continue to break fresh ground. 

Part IV was in type before the appearance of Volume IV 
of the Catalogue, and, for the reasons assigned in the 
Preface, the original plan was modified in some details. 
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In Part V were published (1) forty-five tablets on 
which the names of the scribes have either been omitted 
or have been broken away; (2) the complete correspon- 
dence of certain scribes, and (3) the remaining Letters 
belonging to scribes a part of whose correspondence had 
been published in previous parts. 

Part VI contained one hundred and twelve tablets on 
which the names of the scribes have been broken away. 

The present Part contains the remaining Letters belong- 
ing to scribes a part of whose correspondence has been 
published in Parts I—V. Two or three which were doubtful 
have been omitted purposely. If others have been omitted 
they will be inserted in another Part. The plan necessitates 
the publishing of all texts. Some are very badly broken, and 
have been inserted only for the sake of completeness. No 
attempt has been made to classify Letters on which the 
names of the scribes are broken away, as this more naturally 
falls within the province of the commentary. The headlines 
are the readings of the names of the scribes found in the 
Letters over which they stand. 

Part VIII, which is in press, will contain such Letters 
as are necessary to complete the correspondence of all the 
scribes taken up in Parts I-VII, and it will also give the 
complete correspondence of several others. This Part will 
be ready in a few weeks. 

As noted in the Preface to Part VI, Part IX will be 
an Index Volume, giving Lists of all the Proper Names, 
Officials, Divinities, Countries, Peoples, Cities, etc., found 
in Parts I-VIII, with references to their British Museum 
registration numbers and to the numbers which they bear 
in this Series. This Part will appear within a year. 

I wish especially to acknowledge my obligations to 
Dr. E. WALLIS BUDGE, the Keeper of the Department 
of Egyptian and Assyrian Antiquities, British Museum, for 
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his courtesy, and for the great assistance which he has 
afforded me in the preparation of this Part. 

I am indebted for many valuable suggestions as to the 
readings of difficult passages to MR. LEONARD W. KING 
and MR. R. CAMPBELL THOMPSON, Assistants in the 
Department. 

To my friend, DR. FRANK FROST ABBOTT, Professor 
of Latin in The University of Chicago, who is at present 
in Rome as Professor in The American School of Classical 
Studies, I have the honour to dedicate this Volume. 


ROBERT ERENCES HARPER 


THE STUDENTS’ ROOM, 
THE DEPARTMENT OF EGYPTIAN AND 
ASSYRIAN ANTIQUITIES, THE BRITISH MUSEUM, 
May the twentieth, 1902. 
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